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trade, continued to be received at the Treasury.
The climax was reached in May, when the Miners'
Federation of Great Britain actually passed a resolu-
tion recommending all miners to leave off work
unless the tax was withdrawn. This threat of a
strike, coming as it did just before the full-dress
debate on the tax in the Commons, made it clear
that a firm attitude was necessary if the tax was to
be persevered with. The position for a few days
was somewhat critical, but a conference of miners
held directly after the Commons debate resulted in
a resolution declaring that " this conference does not
see its way clear to recommend a general stoppage
at this juncture," and thus the question of a strike
was dropped. The prosperity which had recently
attended the coal trade, and the knowledge of the
large profits realized by the coalowners, were of
assistance to the Government in maintaining their
proposals ; and the moderation of the tax mitigated
the evil effects which had been so freely predicted
in various quarters. Its single merit, that of pro-
ducing a much-needed addition to the revenue,
maintained the duty in force for five years; but
as a permanent addition to the national resources
it proved a failure.

Throughout the turmoil occasioned by these dis-
cussions, both in and out of the House, the Finance
Bill was slowly running its course. The sugar duty
met with singularly little opposition; but the
" women and children argument" was made use of
by radical opponents; and the Irish party made a point
of resisting these and all other budget proposals as a
protest against the war and the alleged over-taxation
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